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[N] [The deceased holy man] appeared to him in a dream, and said to 
him, “Do not despise the sons of your Lord. This one did one sin, 
and the other one did one good deed, and it went well for [the 
latter on earth, so while on earth I was punished for my one sin, he 
was rewarded for his one good deed].” 


[O] Now what was the culpable act that the holy man had done? 


[P] Heaven forfend! He committed no culpable act in his entire life. 
But one time he put on the phylactery of the head before that of the 
hand [which was an error]. 


[Q] Now what was the meritorious deed that Bar Maayan, the village 
tax collector, had done? 


[R] Heaven forefend! He never did a meritorious deed in his life. But 
one time he made a banquet for the councillors of his town, but 
they did not come. He said, “Let the poor come and eat the food, 
so that it not go to waste.” 


[S] There are those who say that he was traveling along the road with 
a loaf of bread under his arm, and it fell. A poor man went and 
took it, and the tax collector said nothing to him so as not to 
embarrass him. 


After a few days the holy man saw his fellow [in a dream] walking 
among gardens, orchards, and fountains of water. He saw Bar 
Maayan the village tax collector with his tongue hanging out, by a 
river. He wanted to reach the river but could not reach it. 


R. Eliezer bar Yosé said that he saw Miriam, the daughter of * LY 
BSLYM [Jastrow — the leek-like sprouts of onions], hanging by the 
nipples of her breasts. R. Yosé b. Hanina said, “The pin of the gate of 
Gehenna was fastened to her ear.” 


He said to him, “Why are things this way?” 

He said to him, “Because she fasted and told people about it.” 

And some say that she fasted one day and had blood drawn on two. 
He said to him, “And how long will it be this way for her?” 


They said to him, “Until Simeon b. Shatah will come, and we shall 
remove it from her ear and set it in his ear!” 


[AA] He said to him, “And what is his crime?” 


